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Wishing you a joyous holiday
season
and a new year full of peace!







Airedales to Run in Working
Certificate Tests
By Heather Faulkner

Pending final approval from the CKC board of directors,
Airedales will be included in a very short list of breeds
able to compete in the Working Certificate series of tests.
The list includes all retrievers, Irish Water Spaniels and
Poodles.

Working Certificate tests are non-competitive, which
means there are qualifying and non-qualifying scores.
The dogs are not competing against other dogs in the
field. Dogs need only to qualify once to earn a title.

The Working Certificate trials are devised to be land and
water tests, using ducks, game birds or pigeons. Tests are
designed to demonstrate natural abilities of a dog, which
include, retrieving, accurate marking and memory of
falls, intelligence, attention, style, good nose,
perseverance, desire and trainability.

There are 3 levels of tests. WC (Working Certificate), WCI
(Working Certificate Intermediate) and WCX (Working
Certificate Excellent).

WC - Thisis the first level. A dog is required to retrieve
back to back singles on land and in the water. Dogs do
not have to be steady, which means they may be gently
held at the line. Retrieves are between 50 to 75 yards on
land and 25 to 40 yards in water.

WCI - The tests are land doubles. Honour on the land
test. Water double.

Dogs should be steady on the line, under control, show
desire and a willingness to work and be able to use their
nose. The dog must deliver to hand, which means they
cannot drop the bird at the handler’s feet. The dog
comes to the line off lead. The falls on land are about 75
yards and in moderate to moderately heavy cover. The
retrieves on water are approximately 40 to 50 yards.

WCX - The tests are walk up test and a land double or
land/water double. Honour on walk up. Water double.
Land blind and water blind.

The dogs must pass the land tests before being allowed
to run the water tests.

For complete rules see the CKC web site for the rulebook.

On a personal note, | think this is a wonderful opportunity
to show the true versatility of the Airedales. They were
meant to hunt. Itis a great way to spend more time out
with your dogs in a new and exciting venue.

| have been working with my young Airedale for the past
2 years and we have a great time each and every time
we go out.

Don’t expect your Airedale to be a Labrador in a furry
coat. They are Airedales and will do this the Airedale
way! Have fun!

A note from the editor:

This is a huge step forward for Airedales everywhere and
a chance to show our dogs true versatility. Many thanks
to Heather Faulkner of Saskatchewan for her hard work,
perseverance and ‘ terrier tenacity’ in making this
happen.

Heather’s Airedale “Chaser” Ch Nighsun Chasing the
Dream CDX is currently the No 1 Terrier in Obedience in
Canada, which is quite an accomplishment! Chaser and
Heather also got their Agililty Novice Select and Novice
Jumpers with Weaves Select over the summer.

Chaser — working towards their dream of a WC!
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